TOLAR CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 17, 2007 – REGULAR MEETING 

The City of Tolar Council met on September 17, 2007 at 7:00 P.M.

Present:


Terry Johnson, Mayor 





Charles Carroll, Mayor Pro Tem




Matt Hutsell





Lindsay Morgan





Barbara Gilliam  





Charlotte Mabery
City Staff Present:

Joyce Johnson, City Secretary  





Renae Lovell, Assistant City Secretary 




Jeff Mackey. Director of Public Works 





Mike Allen, Chief of Police

Citizens Present:

Janet Carter





Mr. & Mrs. Doug Henson 





Mr. & Mrs. Randy Carter 





Marvin Reavis 
CALL TO ORDER

A quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 7:07 P.M.
ROLL CALL 

All council members were present. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A.  Discuss the proposed tax rate for 2007/2008 fiscal year

B.  Discuss the proposed 2007/2008 fiscal year budget 

Public hearing was opened at 7:07 P.M. Mayor Johnson asked for comments three times. There were no comments or questions. Public hearing was closed at 7:08 P.M.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A.  08-13-07 Budget Workshop 
Motion by Charles Carroll, second by Matt Hutsell to approve minutes as presented.

Motion carried 5-0


B.  08-20-07 Budget Workshop 
Motion by Matt Hutsell, second by Charles Carroll to approve minutes as presented.

Motion carried 5-0


C.   08-20-07 Regular Meeting 

Motion by Barbara Gilliam, second by Matt Hutsell to approve minutes as presented. 

Motion carried 5-0

PRESENTATION BY CITIZENS 
None 
ITEMS FROM COUNCIL 

None 

OLD BUSINESS


 A.   Discuss and take necessary action for the JD Neely Community Center
Matt Hutsell informed council that Hood County would be donating used AC/Heating units that were being replaced with new ones. There is no time frame as to when they will be donated.
No action was taken on this item.


B.   Discuss and consider re-establishing Planning and Zoning Committee. 

Council had no new nominees to recommend. This item will be placed on the next agenda, names and phone numbers of people that have already expressed an interest in serving on the committee will be provided to city secretary to contact and request that they attend next regular meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

A.   Discuss and consider keeping Fourth Street permanently closed between Cedar and Pecan St.  
Randy Carter addressed council for Mrs. Carter. Mr. Carter is in the process of trying to re-platting six lots that faces Fourth Street which runs through Janet Carter’s house and does not want to open Fourth Street. Lots currently run north and south Mr. Carter would like to turn the lots and make them run east and west. He would like to propose to the council that on the very north two lots, make a jag in Fourth Street and he would deed to the city a right of way on the south end of the two north lots for a road in exchange for the portion of the road that runs through Janet Carter’s house. This would keep from having to re-do Janet Carter’s house and the city would not have to abandon a street. Value of Mrs. Carter’s property has been impaired. Mrs. Carter stated that Fourth Street has never been opened and it has been in Lee Carters family since 1958. Mr. Carter would like know to that this is not a dead issue, this affects the re-platting of his property and the cost of having to pay $90,000.00 on roads. Matt Hutsell stated that EMS would have to have access to the houses on the west and Pecan Street would have to be opened. Mayor Johnson stated that he would have to talk to the attorney concerning this. Mr. Carter feels like he is being penalized for re-platting property. Mr. Cater wanted to know why he had to pave the roads since he is selling the property. Matt Hutsell stated that since he is re-platting it is a requirement by law that he paves the streets that have to be opened and that if he was just selling the property and not re-platting the lots than whoever bought it and developed it would be responsible for paving. Mr. Carter stated that if he could get Fourth Street moved and we trade property he would not re-plat property it would be a mute issue and he would deed to the city the width needed for a street. Mr. Carter can not be at next meeting; Janet Carter is to be here for him. 
Motion by Charles Carroll, second by Matt Hutsell that council gives the authority to contact lawyer.

Motion carried 5-0


B.   Discuss the future development of Fifth Street, possibility of abandoning street, or sale of 98.33 feet to William and Janet Henson. 

Mr. Henson addressed council. Survey of the property was provided to council. According to Mr. Henson’s plat Fifth St. ends at the end of lot three of his plat, prior owner stated that it ended in front of his barn. Mr. Henson owns property on both side of Fifth St. and wants to know if the street was going to be opened in the future and since the city does not maintain could he purchase the street. Matt Hutsell suggested that this item be tabled until city could talk to attorney. Mrs. Henson inquired if they could build a driveway since it was a dedicated street. Mayor Johnson stated that they could build gravel or paved driveway but they could not build a permanent structure on street. No action was taken on this item. 

C.   Consider and possibly take action on award of letter of agreement for professional engineering services relating to the 2007 Office of Rural Community Affairs CDBG Grant for sewer improvements. 

Council reviewed the scoring sheets for each engineer, EHT had the highest score of 285, KSA scored 282, and Reavis Engineers scored 262.
Motion by Matt Hutsell, second by Charles Carroll to enter into letter of agreement with EHT for engineer services. 

Motion was 3 for 2 no vote

Motion carried 3-0


D.   Discuss and consider adopting Ordinance 07-05 approving the 2007/2008 fiscal year budget. 

Motion by Charles Carroll, second by Matt Hutsell to adopt Ordinance 07-05.
Motion carried 5-0


E.   Discuss and consider adopting Ordinance 07-06 levying the 2007/2008 fiscal year tax rate
Motion by Matt Hutsell, second by Barbara Gilliam to adopt Ordinance 07-06

Motion carried 5-0


F.   Discuss and consider adding Columbus Day to employee holiday schedule.

Motion by Barbara Gilliam, second by Charles Carroll to add Columbus Day to employee holiday schedule. 

Motion carried 5-0

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None

ACTION ON ITEMS TAKEN UP IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

None

STAFF REPORTS 


A.   Police Report
Motion by Barbara Gilliam, second by Matt Hutsell to approve report as presented. 

Motion carried 5-0

 
B.  Approve bank reconciliations, bills and financial statement 
Motion by Matt Hutsell, second by Charlotte Mabery to approve as presented. 

Motion carried 5-0


C.   Administrative Report
                  None

ANNOUNCEMENTS 


A.  October 15, 2007 regular meeting 
ADJOURN 

Motion by Barbara Gilliam, second by Charlotte Mabery to adjourn meeting at 8:02 P.M. 

Motion carried 5-0






APPROVED:







_________________________








Terry Johnson, Mayor 






ATTEST:
__________________________








Joyce Johnson, City Secretary

